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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Les dilemmes de la metaphysique pure. Par Charles Renouvier. Paris, 
Felix Alcan, 1901. — pp. 283. 

Histoire et solution des problemes metaphysiques. Par Charles Renou- 
vier. Paris, Felix Alcan, 190 1. — pp. ii, 477. 

In these companion volumes the venerable founder of Neo-Criticism, 
whom Windelband calls "by far the most important among the present 
representatives of philosophy in France," sets forth what may well be 
named the ' Apologetics ' of the system. Without entering into a defense 
of details, he exhibits in extraordinary fulness the logical and the historical 
justification for his life-work as a whole. The chief motifs of this life-work 
can be easily summarised. Renouvier tells us that his first impulse toward 
the system which he christened Neo-Criticism, was derived from Comte's 
refutation of " the method of entities." Later, a study of Berkeley and of 
Hume dispelled for him the ontological fictions of substance and of forces. 
He thus reached a conviction that knowledge is completely relative. Even 
the Ding an sich becomes meaningless, and he will have none of the meta- 
physical part of the Critique of Practical Reason. He escapes the nega- 
tions of agnosticism, however, by denying that the relativity of knowledge 
is a limitation upon it. A knowledge of relative being is a knowledge of 
real being in the completest possible sense of reality. For, to be real, means 
for him, as for Lotze, ' to stand in relations, ' and this standing in relations is 
to be interpreted by reference to conscious personality. The synthetic func- 
tion of the understanding thus becomes the universal principle of real being. 
The way is now open for reproducing the theory of conscious monads, with 
God at their head, as the reality of the world (see Renouvier' s La nouvelle 
monadologie, 1899). In the completest possible sense, then, the person is 
taken as the type of reality, and hence the system is sometimes called 
" Personalism." Essential to intelligent life, according to Renouvier, is 
freedom. 

In the recently published second edition of Tufts' s translation of Windel- 
band' s History of Philosophy, Renouvier is said to have sought to effect a 
synthesis of Kant and Comte, and to have harked back to the voluntarism 
of Maine de Biran (pp. 628, 636). The truth in these statements appears 
to be that Renouvier' s analysis of cognition is in essential accord with the 
negative criticism of knowledge by both Comte and Kant, and that, like 
Maine de Biran, he seeks the clue to reality in self-experience. But he has 
no place for the transcendental reals which Kant intended to leave intact, 
nor yet for Comte's anti-metaphysicism, and mere will is to him as much 
an abstraction as Plato's ideas. He holds to intellectualism rather than to 
voluntarism, apparently because he finds in the nature of intelligence a way 
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for admitting the relativity of knowledge without destroying its reference to 
reality. The existence of reals other than the self is to him a primary 
datum of consciousness. 

In point of methodology, Renouvier's constant demand is that philosophy 
shall free itself from the habit of hypostasizing concepts derived by abstract- 
ing from experience. The fallacy of mediaeval realism he finds infecting 
"almost the whole of metaphysical speculation, ancient and modern." 
He is fond of presenting Neo-Platonic emanationism, with its elaborate ef- 
fort to derive determined being from an absolutely undetermined source, 
as a completed type of this, which he calls the 'realist method.' For 
example, Spencer's two concepts, the 'unknowable' (undetermined source 
of the world), and ' force ' (supreme concept of determinate being), are 
said to correspond respectively to the ' One ' and the Nous of Plotinus. 

We are now ready to define the relation to this system of the two works 
under consideration. The Dilemmes de la m'etaphysique pure is essentially 
a study of philosophic method — a physiology of philosophy. Its plan is 
simple. The products of the ' realist method ' are summarized in a group 
of articulated propositions, over against which is placed a corresponding 
exhibit of the fruit of the 'relativist method.' The 'realist method' en- 
deavors to conceive reality as something ' in itself, ' while the ' relativist 
method ' frankly defines every object of thought by means of its relations 
(Ch. I). Similarly, substance is conceived, on the one hand, as independent 
of its qualities, and on the other hand, by means of them (Ch. II). The 
notion of a world infinite in extent, duration, and composition is next 
placed in opposition to that of a whole which is a determinate number 
(Ch. III). In the same way, determinism is contrasted with freedom (Ch. 
IV), and thing with person (Ch. V). The resemblance of all this to 
Kant's antinomies is only external, for the author constantly brings out the 
fallacy of the universal invariably hidden in the thesis, and in the end he 
traces the two sets of propositions to their root in a single problem which 
he declares to be rationally soluble. This is the problem of freedom. 
Assume determinism, and there follow the infinite regress of modes, the 
universal substance, the unconditioned One ; but if freedom be granted, 
we proceed thence to the notion of personality as reality, the infinite regress 
is escaped, and with it all the abstractness of the deterministic scheme. 
The final decision for freedom is based upon the reasoning of Lequier. If 
we accept the hypothesis of determinism, then the contradictory theories 
actually held regarding determinism are equally determined. Thus the 
deterministic hypothesis brings thought to a deadlock, which can be broken 
only by assuming the truth of its contradictory. 

So much for the first of the two volumes. The second, the Histoire et 
solution des problemes metaphysiques, illustrates the fundamental contradic- 
tion discussed in the Dilemmes by a critical review of the entire history of 
philosophy. The intention is to show that ' relativism ' and ' personalism ' 
furnish a norm and a corrective for philosophy at all stages of its develop- 
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ment. The work concludes with a brief exposition of Neo-Criticism. Con- 
trary to the eclectic notion that systems of philosophy are true in what they 
affirm and false in what they deny, it must be said that Renouvier is at his 
best in the negative criticism of systems. Inasmuch as the works under 
review contain no detailed unfoldment of the system, caution is necessary 
in our judgment of the outline actually offered. But no injustice will be 
done by pointing out that ' relativism ' and ' personalism ' in their most 
extreme form would be nearly equivalent to the early animism for the cor- 
rection of which philosophy came into existence. It is true that abstrac- 
tions have infested the course of reflection, but it is equally true that such 
concretes as creation in time, and a God existing in time have become im- 
possibilities for thought. The philosophy of Lotze is proof that ' person- 
alism ' can become a principle of metaphysics without leading to any such 
extremes. What we miss in Renouvier' s exposition is adequate develop- 
ment of the very idea of synthetic unity which he intends to make funda- 
mental. 

Inasmuch as I have already commented in the Philosophical Review 
(cf. VII, pp. 635-639, review of L' annke philosophique for 1897) upon the 
high value of Renouvier' s exposure of the realistic fallacy in places where 
its presence is not commonly recognized, I will merely add that these two 
volumes have served to deepen the impression that the critical part of his 
writings performs with great vigor and with wide learning a task that very 
much needs to be done. 

George A. Coe. 

Northwestern University. 

Morals socials, lecons professees au college libre des sciences sociale. Par 
Mm. G. Belot, M. Bernes, L. Brunschvicg, F. Buisson, A. Darlu, 
L. Dauriac, E. Delbet, Ch. Gide, M. Kovalevsky, P. Malapert, 
C. R. P. Maumus, E. de Roberty, G. Sokel, C. Pasteur Wagner. 
Avec une preface par Emile Boutroux. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1899. — 
pp. xi, 318. 

This volume consists of fourteen lectures, delivered by as many lecturers 
before a popular audience at the College libre des sciences sociale of Paris. 
The object of the director of the college, Dr. Delbet, seems to have been 
to leave no type of ethical speculation unrepresented. If so, he has been 
entirely successful. In the preface to the volume, M. Boutroux tries to 
show that complete agreement obtains among the contributors on several 
important points. But the only one of significance that even his ingenuity 
has been able to discover is the recognition that, at least in their detailed 
application, right and wrong are relative to circumstances. And it is 
doubtful whether any moralist has ever really intended to deny this. The 
two contributions that will be most interesting to the student of philosophy 
are an account of the philosophy of Tolstoi, and a study of the ethics of 
socialism. The first, by a fellow-countryman of the great novelist, shows 



